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RuralMED Mobility

Adopting electric mobility in underserved
rural and remote MED areas

30 % of the EU’s population live in rural areas, but rural areas account for 83% of the
total EU area. In the long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas and the EU Rural Action
Plan, one of the flagship initiatives is related to rural mobility and to overcoming the
challenge of sustainable multimodal mobility. Electric mobility has seen an important
uptake in urban areas. EV charging infrastructure has also developed rapidly but only
in cities and along main roads because they build better business cases for
commercial operators. The electric charging infrastructure reflects this in rural areas,
where drivers may experience a level of “range anxiety”, the concern that vehicles will
not be able to travel the distance needed, due to a lack of EV charging points. This
range anxiety might result in many cases in choosing other conventional transport
options. Rural local authorities usually install (subsidized) EV charging points primarily
for awareness raising purposes but very often these actions are poorly coordinated
and lack a clear strategy on how to systematically develop and operate the network
both on local and regional level. In general, LAs are facing significant challenges
related to three key areas: funding, technical expertise and coordination with
network companies, part of which could be alleviated by improving the awareness,
capacities and policy framework. To address this, there is a clear need to help rural
and remote local authorities in Mediterranean Europe develop their policy
framework and capacities that will help their communities to use EV technology.
This project will allow to:
* Reduce the impact of transport in rural areas, allowing the involved
municipalities to reduce their CO2 emissions.
e Support the integrated planning and financing of EV charging infrastructure
and public shared EV rental scheme.
e Support and promote low carbon mobility, meeting energy goals and carbon
neutrality.
¢ Improve the connection of urban and remote rural areas.
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Main deliverables:

* MED guide of good practices on sustainable mobility
e RuralMED Mobility platform

e Sustainable Mobility Strategy in RuralMED regions

* Pilot completion report

* Guidelines for replicability

Pilot investments information: As test project, RuralMED Mobility is
developing 7 pilot activities related to sustainable mobility. 5 of them,
located in Portugal, Spain, Italy, Croatia and Greece are focused on
Mobility as a Service solutions and the other 2 are focused on
electromobility.

Partners:

¢ Consortium Extremadura ® Stara Zagora Regional
Energy Agency, AGENEX, Spain Economic Development

¢ Directorate-General for Transport Agency, Bulgaria
of the Government of e Development Agency of
Extremadura, JUNTAEX, Spain Una-Sana Canton, RAUSK,

* Regional Energy Agency North Bosnia and Herzegovina
Hrvatska, REAN, Croatia e Consortium Oltrepo

e Koprivnica-Krizevci County Mantovano, Italy
Hrvatska, Croatia e Centre for Research and

¢ Regional Energy and Technology Hellas, CERTH,
Environment Agency from North Greece
Alentejo, AREANAT, Portugal ® Regional Development Fund

e Intermunicipal Community of of Western Macedonia, Greece
Alto Alentejo, Portugal ¢ International Centre for

* BSC, Busines support centre Numerical Methods in
L.t.d., Kranj, SIovenia Engineering, CIMNE, Spain

Territories:
Rural

https://ruralmedmobility.interreg-euro-med.eu/
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